SOLDIER

cumstances  of Washington's  appointment to the
command.

When the Second Congress met, in May, 1775, the
battle of Lexington had been fought, and twenty
thousand minute-men were assembled about Boston.
To pay and feed such a horde was wholly beyond
the ability of New England, and her delegates came
to the Congress bent upon getting that body to
assume the expense, or, as the Provincial Congress
of Massachusetts naively put it, "we have the great-
est Confidence in the Wisdom and Ability of the
Continent to support us."

The other colonies saw this in a different light
Massachusetts, without our advice, has begun a war
and embodied an army; let Massachusetts pay her
own bills, was their point of view. " I have found
this Congress like the last," wrote John Adams.
"When we first came together, I found a strong
jealousy of us from New England, and the Massa-
chusettes in particular, suspicions entertained of
designs of independency, an American republic,
Presbyterian principles, and twenty other things.
Our sentiments were heard in Congress with great
caution, and seemed to make but little impression."
Yet " every post brought me letters from my friends
. . . urging in pathetic terms the impossibility of
keeping their men together without the assistance of
Congress.'* "I was daily urging all these things,
but we were embarrassed with more than one diffi-
culty, not only with the party in favor of the petition
to the King, and the party who were zealous of
independence, but a third party, which was a southernMeal
